
State: IOWA (QAP 2013) Iowa Finance Authority (IFA)
Measure Evidence
HOUSING LOCATION: Site and Neighborhood Standards
A1. Mandatory 
restrictions prohibiting 
increases in racial and 
economic (or low-income) 
concentration

[Threshold] IFA will accept applications that have displaced 
(or will displace) tenants, although involuntary permanent 
displacement of existing tenants is strongly discouraged. IFA 
reserves the right to reject any Application that fails to 
minimize permanent displacement of tenants and/or provide 
an adequate relocation plan. A formal relocation plan must be
submitted with the application if the project scope requires 
any form of temporary or permanent relocation of existing 
tenants. The proposed relocation plan must provide an 
overview of the need for relocation, a proposed timeline, an 
estimated budget, and other information as requested in the 
Application to document that the need for temporary or 
permanent relocation of existing tenants is adequately 
addressed (p. 23-4).

5 points to projects located in a county that has not 
received an award of Low-Income Tax Credits in the last 3 
years (p. 29).

A2. Scoring that 
discourages racial and 
economic concentration. 

No.

A3. Mandatory 
requirements for 
development in high-
opportunity areas

No.

A4a. Scoring that 
encourages development in
high-income areas.

No.

A4b. Scoring that 
encourages development in
high opportunity areas.

Up to 15 points for projects located within 1 mile of services
(p. 28):
 Grocery store: 5 pts
 Schools (family projects only): 5 pts
 Senior center (older person projects only): 5 pts
 Medical services: 5 pts

5 points for projects located in and a part of a IA Great 
Place community (p. 29).  [This could also get to A8 if Great 
Place community is instrumental in revitalization.]

A5. Scoring or 
requirements that 
preference siting near high-
quality schools.

No.

A6. Scoring that 
discourages development in
distressed neighborhoods.1

 (-) Preservation Set-Aside (10%) is for preservation of 
existing affordable properties where >50% of units are 
currently income-restricted and rent-restricted to households 
<=60% AMI (p. 4). 

All projects that combine HUD housing assistance with Tax 
Credits are subject to a subsidy layering review done by IFA 

1 Evidence of the inverse: preference for development in distressed neighborhoods (by overemphasizing 
QCT/DDA preference, preference for existing subsidized housing in distressed neighborhoods, preferences 
for low-income matched financing, etc.) should also be noted.
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(p. 17). 

(-) Up to 40 points for projects that are subsidized Project-
Based Rental Assistance or HUD-VASH Voucher Projects (p. 
30).

A7. Scoring or 
requirements that 
preference siting near mass
transit.

No.

A8. Focus on and 
operationalization of a 
neighborhood revitalization 
plan.  

 See A4b.

B1. Local participation in 
site selection is limited to 
statutory minimum.2

 (-) Up to 50 points for local government contributions.  5 
pts if a local government entity contributes 1%, derived from 
federal or local resources, of the Total Project Costs in the 
form of a cash contribution, gift of land or building, tax 
abatement, tax increment financing, enterprise zone credit, 
enterprise zone sales tax rebate, waiver of fees, or below 
market interest rate loan. 5 pts for each 1% of the total 
project costs if a local government entity contributes a % not 
derived from not derived from any Federal resources, of the 
Total Project Costs, in the form of a cash contribution, gift of 
land or building, tax abatement, tax increment financing, 
enterprise zone credit, waiver of fees, or below market 
interest rate loan (p. 29).

HOUSING ACCESS: Affirmative Marketing, Priority Groups
C1. Mandatory 
requirements ensuring 
affirmative marketing.

 [Threshold] Each Applicant must acknowledge the 
Affirmative Marketing Plan requirement and that IFA will 
require the Applicant to submit an Affirmative Marketing Plan 
to IFA no less than 60 days prior to Placed-in-Service date (p. 
24). 

C2. Scoring that 
incentivizes affirmative 
marketing.

No.

C3. Scoring that incentives 
language access and 
marketing to non-English 
speakers.

No.

D1. Scoring that promotes 
Section 8 voucher access in 
high-opportunity areas.

No.

D2. Requirements for 
monitoring Section 8 
voucher access in high-
opportunity areas.

 [Threshold] Applicants must notify Public Housing 
Authorities (PHAs) of vacancies (p. 20).

F1. Incentives for larger 
family units.

 No.

F2. Incentives targeting 
families/families with 
children

No.

G1. Scoring that promotes 
units for lowest-income 
households (outside high-

Up to 20 points for projects that provide units that are set 
aside and occupied by tenants with incomes <=40% AMGI 
and are rent restricted.

2 Evidence of the inverse: preferences or requirements for local participation should also be noted.
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poverty areas). 1 point for each 1% of the total Project Units (20 points 
maximum) (p. 26).

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
H1. Racial/demographic 
reporting requirements.
 
OVERALL ASSESSMENT
TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE:  522 (Scoring systems is such that points can only be gained.) 

Notes: 
Set- asides are Nonprofit (10%), Community Housing Development Organization (CHDO) (5%), 
Preservation (10%), Rural (10%(, and Rural Development Preservation Demonstration (non-
competitive). With the exceptions of the Rural Development Preservation Demonstration set-
aside, after filling the Nonprofit, CHDO, Preservation, and Rural set-asides, the remaining Tax 
Credits will be awarded in the General Pool. All set-asides are available at the opening of the 
Application period (p. 3).

OTHER CATEGORIES
O1. Scoring that promotes 
units for persons with 
disabilities.

Up to 27 points for projects advancing the goals of 
DHS’s Olmstead Plan for Mental Health and Disability 
Services to build a consumer- and family-driven 
system that expands people’s choices about the 
supports and services they need, where they are 
provided and by whom (i.e., a system that operates 
the way the U.S. Supreme Court says it should in its 
landmark Olmstead decision, where people with 
disabilities, of any age, receive supports in the most 
integrated setting consistent with their needs) (p. 31 
for more details). 

O2. Scoring that promotes 
units for special needs 
populations.  

Up to 20 points for projects providing service-
enriched housing in which a maximum of 25% of the 
total units give preference in tenant selection to 
Resident Populations with Special Needs (p. 26). Fewer
pts for lesser %s.

O3. Scoring to promote 
home ownership.

50 points will be awarded to an applicant who 
implements a bona fide long-term Iowa Renter to 
Ownership Savings Equity (ROSE) Program. The ROSE 
Program provides a savings plan for first-time 
homeownership for tenants in years 1 through 15, and 
provides a plan to sell the house to a qualified tenant 
at the end of the initial 15-year Compliance Period (p. 
27-8).

O4. Provisions affirmatively 
furthering fair housing laws.

IFA is an equal opportunity concern. The Applicant 
and any of its employees, agents or sub-contractors 
doing business with IFA understands and agrees that it
is the responsibility of the Developer and Ownership 
Entity to adhere to and comply with all federal civil 
rights legislation including the Fair Housing Laws, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 
Americans With Disabilities Act as well as any state 
and local civil rights legislation. It is the legal 
responsibility of the Developer and Ownership Entity to
be aware of and comply with all non- discrimination 
provisions of federal, state or local law (p. 68).
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